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START /

OBTAIN A CIRCUIT BOARD STRUCTURE HAVING THE
MOUNTING LOCATION FOR THE IC DEVICE AND AN
AREA ON THE OPPOSITE SIDE WITH MID-LINE AND
ANGLED PADS FOR OPTIMAL DISCRETE COMPONENT
(E.G., DECOUPLING CAPACITOR) PLACEMENT AN

I

SOLDER THE IC DEVICE TO THE MOUNTING LOCATION N

82

l 84
SOLDER THE DISCRETE COMPONENTS TO THE
MOUNTING LOCATION (E.G., WHERE AT LEAST SOME
OF THE DISCRETE COMPONENTS ARE AT 45 DEGREE
ANGLES TO THE SIDES OF THE IC DEVICE) N
86

END

FIG. 5
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TECHNIQUES FOR MANUFACTURING A
CIRCUIT BOARD WITH AN IMPROVED
LAYOUT FOR DECOUPLING CAPACITORS

BACKGROUND

A typical circuit board module includes a printed circuit
board and a variety of circuit board components soldered to
the printed circuit board. Examples of circuit board compo-
nents include, among other things, (i) complex integrated
circuit (IC) devices such as processors, memories, Applica-
tion Specific Integrated Circuits (ASICs) and (ii) discrete
components such as individual resistors, individual capaci-
tors, and the like.

As complex IC device technologies evolve, such devices
have tended to use faster signal edges and higher clock rates,
and have become more sensitive due to reduced noise
margins. As a result, circuit board manufacturers have
followed a variety of conventional approaches to providing
cleaner power supply signals (i.e., a ground reference, a
positive DC voltage signal, etc.) to these complex IC
devices.

One conventional approach to providing improved power
supply signals (hereinafter referred to as the conventional
lengthwise decoupling capacitor approach) involves the
manufacturer installing power signal decoupling capacitors
lengthwise within cross-patterns on the undersides of printed
circuit boards. That is, for high density Area Array Package
(AAP) devices such as Ball Grid Array (BGA) devices and
Ceramic Column Grid Array Package (CCGA) devices,
printed circuit boards typically have an array of cut-through
vias (i.e., plated through holes) which connect traces within
the printed circuit board (e.g., data lines, power planes,
ground planes, etc.) to surface mount pads that solder to the
AAP devices. Manufacturers typically offset these cut-
through vias to leave a horizontal gap and a vertical gap (i.e.,
a cross-pattern) through the via array. Then, on the under-
sides opposite the mounting locations for the AAP devices,
the manufacturers solder decoupling capacitors lengthwise
within these horizontal and vertical gaps, i.e., with the long
axes of the decoupling capacitors extending along the axes
of the horizontal and vertical gaps. Accordingly, the decou-
pling capacitors are positioned in effective locations close to
the vias and alleviate the need to consume additional circuit
board space around the AAP devices. During operation,
these decoupling capacitors reduce noise components within
the power supply signals provided to the AAP devices (e.g.,
low to mid-frequency filtering) thus improving reliability of
the complex IC devices.

Another conventional approach to providing improved
power supply signals to complex IC device (hereinafter
referred to as the conventional interleaved patterning
approach) involves the manufacturers interleaving power
supply signals through the cut-through vias. For example,
suppose that several cut-through vias are configured to carry
a positive DC voltage. The manufacturers attempt to con-
figure the vias adjacent to these “power” cut-through vias so
that they carry ground references. Similarly, for cut-through
vias configured to carry the ground reference, the manufac-
turers attempt to configure the vias adjacent to these
“ground” cut-through vias to carry positive DC voltage
signals. Such interleaving of power and ground signals tends
to minimize total loop inductance (i.e., capacitor mounting
inductance and package loop inductance which are limiting
factors on decoupling capacitor efficiency) and thus provides
improved power signal conditioning.
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2
SUMMARY

Unfortunately, there are deficiencies to the above-de-
scribed conventional approaches to providing improved
power supply signals to complex IC devices. For example,
in the above-described conventional lengthwise decoupling
capacitor approach, there is typically not enough space
within the horizontal and vertical gaps for manufacturers to
mount enough decoupling capacitors lengthwise for
adequate power supply signal conditioning. As a result, the
conditioning effects of above-described conventional
lengthwise decoupling capacitor approach are limited.

Additionally, in the above-described conventional inter-
leaved patterning approach, it is difficult for circuit board
manufacturers to interleave power and ground cut-through
vias for more than a few vias at a time due to geometry
limitations between the vias. In particular, manufacturers
have not found an appropriate arrangement for power signal
traces on the surface of the circuit boards that enable the
manufacturers to continue interleaving of power and ground
cut-through vias beyond a few vias particularly when such
power signal traces are forced to contend with decoupling
capacitors mounted to the undersides of the circuit boards.
Often, the need for a surface trace of one signal (e.g., a
power signal) inhibits running an adjacent surface trace for
a different signal (e.g., a ground signal) thus preventing
further interleaving of the power and ground cut-through
vias. Thus, manufacturers attempting to use interleave
power and ground pins to minimize the total package loop
inductance are only able to place a few decoupling capaci-
tors underneath complex ICs such as BGAs and CCGAs. As
a result, conventional power and ground interleaving
approaches typically due not provide via patterns and pin/
ball/column patterns that robustly work to minimize via
inductance and pin inductance.

In contrast to the above-described conventional
approaches for providing improved power supply signals to
complex IC devices, embodiments of the invention are
directed to techniques involving the use of angled pads
which solder discrete components substantially at 45 degree
angles relative to sides of integrated circuit devices. The use
of these angled pads enables positioning of decoupling
capacitors in locations other than simply within the hori-
zontal and vertical gaps on the undersides of circuit boards
opposite the mounting locations of complex IC devices. For
example, in some layouts, decoupling capacitors are now
capable of residing within quadrants defined by these gaps
thus enabling circuit board designers and manufacturers to
mount more decoupling capacitors for improved power
supply signal conditioning (e.g., improved fan-out, filtering,
etc.). Furthermore, the surface traces connecting these
angled pads to their corresponding vias are capable of being
arranged so that power and ground vias can be interleaved
in an extended manner thus minimizing the total loop
inductance for the circuit boards.

One embodiment is directed to a circuit board module
having an integrated circuit device (e.g., a BGA device),
discrete components (e.g., decoupling capacitors), and a
circuit board structure in electrical communication with the
integrated circuit device and the discrete component. The
circuit board structure includes non-conductive material
defining a top surface of the circuit board structure and a
bottom surface of the circuit board structure, vias supported
by the non-conductive material, top pads electrically
coupled to the vias, and bottom pads electrically coupled to
the vias. The top pads are disposed along the top surface of
the circuit board structure and are soldered to the integrated
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circuit device. The bottom pads are disposed along the
bottom surface of the circuit board structure and are con-
figured to solder to the discrete components. The bottom
pads include a group of angled bottom pads which is
soldered to a group of the discrete components substantially
at 45 degree angles relative to sides of the integrated circuit
device. Such an arrangement enables mounting of a large
number of decoupling capacitors for enhanced power signal
conditioning for the integrated circuit device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages
of the invention will be apparent from the following descrip-
tion of particular embodiments of the invention, as illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings in which like reference
characters refer to the same parts throughout the different
views. The drawings are not necessarily to scale, emphasis
instead being placed upon illustrating the principles of the
invention.

FIG. 1 is perspective view of a circuit board module
which is suitable for use by the invention.

FIG. 2 is a top view of a component mounting location of
a circuit board structure of the circuit board module of FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 is a bottom view of an area of the circuit board
structure which is opposite the component mounting loca-
tion of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is a detailed view of a portion of the bottom view
of FIG. 3 with particular circuit board features of the
component mounting location of FIG. 2 shown in phantom.

FIG. § is a flowchart of a procedure which is performed
by a manufacturer of the circuit board module of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the invention are directed to circuit
board design and manufacturing techniques involving
angled pads which solder discrete components substantially
at 45 degree angles relative to sides of integrated circuit
devices. The use of these angled pads enables positioning of
decoupling capacitors in locations other than simply within
the horizontal and vertical gaps on the undersides of circuit
boards opposite the mounting locations of complex IC
devices. For example, decoupling capacitors are now
capable of residing within quadrants defined by these gaps
thus enabling circuit board manufacturers to mount more
decoupling capacitors for improved power supply signal
conditioning. Furthermore, the surface traces connecting
these angled pads to their corresponding vias are capable of
being arranged so that power and ground vias can be
interleaved in an extended manner thus minimizing the total
loop inductance for the circuit boards.

FIG. 1 shows a circuit board module 20 which is suitable
for use by the invention. The circuit board module 20
includes a circuit board structure 22, an integrated circuit
(IC) device 24 and a set of discrete components 26. The
circuit board structure 22 (e.g., layers of non-conductive and
conductive PCB material sandwiched together with appro-
priate tooling features, platings, coatings, etc. for robust and
reliable assembly with circuit board components) is planar
in shape along the X-Y plane and defines a top surface 28
and a bottom surface 30.

The IC device 24 is rectangular in shape (e.g., square) and
includes an interface 32 which is configured to form a set of
high density electrical connections with the circuit board
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Area Array Package (AAP) (e.g., a BGA package or a
CCGA package) containing semiconductor circuitry. In
these arrangements, the interface 32 includes an array of
device contacts (e.g., pins, balls, columns, etc.) which con-
nect to corresponding circuit board contacts through solder
joints.

Similarly, the discrete components 26 are rectangular in
shape and include interfaces 34 which are configured to
form electrical connections with the circuit board structure
22. In one arrangement, the discrete components 26 have
small standard-sized packages (e.g., ceramic 0402 packages)
containing electrical circuitry (e.g., individual decoupling
capacitors).

As shown in FIG. 1, a component mounting location 36
along the top surface 28 is configured to connect to the
interface 32 of the IC device 24 during a circuit board
assembly phase. In one arrangement, while other circuit
board components concurrently mount to other mounting
locations, the IC device 24 solders to the mounting location
36 during an automated circuit board assembly process (e.g.,
automated equipment prints solder paste over the mounting
location 36, pick-and-place equipment positions the IC
device 24 in contact with the printed solder paste, an oven
applies heat to activate flux and melt solder in the solder
paste to form a set of solder joints, etc.). This automated
circuit board assembly process is illustrated by the arrow 38
in FIG. 1.

Similarly, an areca 40 which is opposite to the mounting
location 36 and which is along the bottom surface 30 is
configured to mount to the interfaces 34 of the discrete
components 26 during the circuit board assembly phase. In
particular, the discrete components 26 solder to the area 40
during an automated circuit board assembly process which
is different than that for soldering the IC device 24 to the
mounting location 36. The automated circuit board assembly
process for mounting the discrete components 26 to the area
40 is illustrated by the arrow 42 in FIG. 1. In one arrange-
ment, the circuit board manufacturer initially mounts the
discrete components 26 to the area 42 using high tempera-
ture solder, and then mounts the IC device 24 to the
mounting location 36 using relatively lower temperate sol-
der and a relatively lower temperature soldering process to
avoid substantial reflow of the high temperature solder
holding the discrete components 26 to the area 40. Accord-
ingly, the discrete components 26 remain soldered to the
area 40 when the IC device 24 mounts to the circuit board
structure 22.

It should be understood that the area 40 is configured to
solder to the discrete components 26 such that at least some
of the discrete components 26 reside substantially at 45
degree angles relative to sides of the IC device 24. Such a
configuration enables some discrete components 26 to
mount in the area 40 opposite the mounting location 36 but
in portions of the area 40 other than the horizontal and
vertical mid-lines of the area 40. Rather, discrete compo-
nents 26 are capable of residing within quadrants defined by
these gaps thus enabling circuit board manufacturers to
mount more discrete components 26, e.g., more decoupling
capacitors for enhanced power supply signal conditioning.
Furthermore, power and ground vias associated with these
decoupling capacitors (as well as the power and ground pins
of the device 24) are capable of being arranged in an
interleaved manner thus minimizing the total loop induc-
tance for the circuit boards. Further details of the invention
will now be provided with reference to FIG. 2.

FIG. 2 is a top view 50 of the component mounting
location 36 of the circuit board structure 22 (i.e., a top layer
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power/ground pin fanout scheme). As shown in FIG. 2, the
circuit board structure 22 includes, among other things,
non-conductive material 52, a set of vias (or plated-through
holes) 54, a set of surface traces 56, and a set of pads 58. The
non-conductive material 52 defines the top surface 28 (also
see FIG. 1), and provides support for the vias 54, the traces
56 and the pads 58. The vias 54 extend perpendicularly
through the circuit board structure 22 in the Z-direction and
provide electrical pathways through the conductive and
non-conductive layers of the circuit board structure 22 (e.g.,
to connect the surface traces 56 to inner conductive layers,
to connect inner traces together, etc.). The surface traces 56
reside on the top surface 28 and connect the pads 58 to the
vias 54. The pads 58 reside on the top surface 28 and are
configured to solder to the IC device 24 (e.g., using an SMT
process, also see FIG. 1). The IC device 24 is omitted from
FIG. 2 in order to show other various details.

Some pads 58 are configured to carry a power signal P
(e.g., pads 58 which connect to power planes of the circuit
board structure 22) and are shown in FIG. 2 as un-shaded
circles 58(P). In contrast, other pads 58 are configured to
carry a ground signal G (e.g., pads 58 which connect to
ground or reference planes of the circuit board structure 22)
and are shown in FIG. 2 as shaded circles 58(G). It should
be understood that other pads 58, which are configured to
carry data signals, are disposed around the periphery of the
pads 58 shown in FIG. 2 and were purposefully omitted
from FIG. 2 for simplicity.

As shown in FIG. 2, the pads 58 reside in a two-
dimensional array 60 which generally mirrors the shape of
the IC device 24. In particular, the power pads 58(P) and
ground pads 58(G) alternate within the two-dimensional
array 60 in both the X-direction and the Y-direction. Such
alternation enables the IC devices 24 to have alternating
power and ground contacts (e.g., solder balls, columns, pins,
etc.) thus minimizing package loop inductance and improv-
ing signal integrity. That is, every power contact within the
interface 32 of the IC device 24 generally has four directly
adjacent ground pins. Accordingly, the magnetic flux gen-
erated by mutual inductance is capable of canceling the
magnetic flux generated by self inductance thus leading to
minimal loop inductance for improved signal conditioning.

In support of such interleaving between the power pads
58(P) and the ground pads 58(G), the vias 54 reside in a
two-dimensional array as well with alternating columns
(along the Y-axis) of the power pads 58(P) and the ground
pads 58(G). Accordingly, every power via 54 generally has
at least two directly adjacent ground vias 54. It should be
understood that the 45 angles of the surface traces 56
provide a zig-zagging pattern that enables convenient con-
nection of the power pads 58(P) and corresponding vias 54
in a cohesive manner, and similar convenient connection of
the ground pads 58(G) and corresponding vias 54 in a
cohesive manner. Further details of the invention will now
be provided with reference to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a bottom view 70 of the area 40 of the circuit
board structure 22 (i.e., a bottom layer power/ground pin
fanout scheme). As shown in FIG. 3, the circuit board
structure 22 further includes bottom pads 72 which reside on
the bottom surface 30 of the circuit board structure 22 (also
see FIG. 1) and which connect to the vias 54. In some
arrangements, surface traces connect the bottom pads 72 to
the vias 54. In another arrangements, the bottom pads 72
connect directly to the vias 54, e.g., using a via-in-pad
configuration. Other arrangements use both surface traces
and via-in-pad configurations to connect the bottom pads 72
to the vias 54.
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The bottom pads 72 are configured to solder to the
discrete components 26 (e.g., using an SMT process, also
see FIG. 1). For illustration purposes only, the discrete
components 26 are shown in FIG. 3 as already soldered to
the bottom pads 72 such that the fillets of the solder joints
generally mirror the shapes of the pads 72. As shown in FIG.
3, some bottom pads 72(M) define mid-lines 74 through the
area 40. In particular, a first mid-line 74(1) laterally or
horizontally through the area 40 (e.g., in the X-direction).
Additionally, a second mid-line 74(2), which is substantially
perpendicular to the mid-line 74(1) extends longitudinally or
vertically through the area 40 (e.g., in the Y-direction). As a
result, the mid-lines 74 divide the area 40 into four quadrants
76(A), 76(B), 76(C), 76(D) (collectively, quadrants 76).

As further shown in FIG. 3, the configuration of bottom
pads 72(M) along the mid-lines 74 in combination with the
assignment of power and ground signals to the bottom pads
72(M) enables placement of discrete components 26 along
and across the mid-lines 74. In particular, the discrete
components 26 soldered to the bottom pads 72(M) along the
mid-line 74(1) orient such that they cross the mid-line 74(1),
i.e., the discrete components 26 along the mid-line 74(1) are
substantially perpendicular to the mid-line 74(1). Similarly,
the discrete components 26 soldered to the bottom pads
72(M) along the mid-line 74(2) orient such that they cross
the mid-line 74(2), i.e., the discrete components 26 along the
mid-line 74(2) are substantially perpendicular to the mid-
line 74(2). In the context of decoupling capacitors (e.g.,
0402 packaged capacitors) as the discrete components 26,
more decoupling capacitors are capable of being positioned
within the area 40 along these mid-line areas than compared
to conventional schemes in which decoupling capacitors
extend in a parallel manner to the mid-lines. Since more
decoupling capacitors reside in the area 40 of the circuit
board structure 22 vis-a-vis conventional schemes, the cir-
cuit board structure 22 benefits by receiving improved
power signal conditioning.

Additionally, in contrast to the bottom pads 72(M), some
bottom pads 72(N) orient at substantially 45 degrees relative
to the mid-lines 74 and to the sides of the IC device 24 (also
see FIG. 1). These 45 degree orientations of the bottom pads
72(N) enable placement of some discrete components 26
within the quadrants 76. In the context of decoupling capaci-
tors (e.g., 0402 packaged capacitors) as the discrete com-
ponents 26, even more decoupling capacitors are capable of
being positioned within the area 40 compared to conven-
tional schemes that omit decoupling capacitors in the quad-
rant areas. Again, this increase in the number of decoupling
capacitors in the area 40 of the circuit board structure 22
vis-a-vis conventional schemes, the circuit board structure
22 benefits from further improved power signal condition-
ing.

FIG. 4 is a detailed view of a quadrant 76(A) of the
bottom view 70 of FIG. 3. The top pads 58 and surface traces
56 of the mounting location 36 from the top surface 28 are
shown in phantom. From the illustration of FIG. 4, it should
be clear that the terminals of the discrete components 26
connect very closely to the power and ground vias 54 and
pads 58(P), 58(G). This layout for the circuit board structure
22 is extremely well-suited to support a large number and
high density of decoupling capacitors as the discrete com-
ponents 26 in the area 40 which is beneath and opposite the
mounting location 36 of the IC device 24. As a result, the IC
device 24 enjoys enhanced power signal conditioning from
the discrete components 26 (i.e., decoupling capacitors)
which is superior to conventional schemes that position only
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It should be clear by close inspection of FIG. 4, that every
power/ground via 54 in the quadrant 76(A) has at least one
decoupling capacitor connected to it for enhanced power
signal conditioning. This is also the situation in all other
quadrants 76(B), 76(C), 76(D). Accordingly, the circuit
board structure 22 concurrently enjoys (i) enhanced noise
reduction due to placement of many decoupling capacitors
as the discrete components 26, (ii) minimal total package
loop inductance due to interleaving of power and ground
pins, and (iii) minimal via inductance due to interleaving of
the power and ground vias 54 in one dimension (i.e.,
interleaving of columns of power vias 54 and ground vias 54
along the X-direction of FIG. 4). That is, simultaneous
optimal decoupling capacitor, via and pad placements are
achieved by the circuit board structure 22 for improved
package power integrity performance.

By way of example only, the discrete components 26 are
homogenously 0402 decoupling capacitors. Variations are
suitable for use as well such as using other package sizes
(e.g., 0201, 0604, 0805, etc.) and/or other types of discrete
components (e.g., diodes, resistors, etc.). Further details of
the invention will now be provided with reference to FIG. 5.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a procedure 80 which is performed
by a manufacturer of the circuit board module 20. In step 82,
the manufacturer obtains the circuit board structure 22 (FIG.
1). As mentioned earlier, the circuit board structure 22
includes top pads 58 in a component mounting location 36
on the top surface 28, and mid-line bottom pads 72(M) and
angled bottom pads 72(N) in an area 40 on the bottom
surface 40 underneath the mounting location 36 (FIGS. 2
through 4).

In step 84, the manufacturer solders the IC device 24 (e.g.,
a BGA device) to the mounting location 36. In particular, the
manufacturer prints solder paste over the top pads 58 and
places the interface 32 of the IC device 24 in contact with the
printed solder paste and then heats the solder paste to solder
the IC device 24 to the circuit board structure 22 (see the
arrow 38 in FIG. 1).

In step 86, the manufacturer solders the discrete compo-
nents 26 to the area 40. In particular, the manufacturer prints
solder paste over the bottom pads 72(M), 72(N) and places
the discrete components 26 in contact with the printed solder
paste and then heats the solder paste to solder the discrete
components 26 to the circuit board structure 22 (see the
arrow 40 in FIG. 1). As a result, at least a group of the
discrete components 26 orients substantially at 45 degree
angles relative to sides of the IC device 24 device thus
enabling many discrete components (e.g., 0402 packaged
decoupling capacitors) to reduce noise components within
power supply signals conveyed to the IC device 24 on the
opposite side of the circuit board structure 22.

It should be understood that steps 84 and 86 can be
performed in any order. For example, step 86 can be
performed first in order to solder the discrete components 26
to the circuit board structure 22 using high temperature
solder. Accordingly, lower temperature solder can be used to
solder the IC device 24 thus avoiding significant reflow of
the high temperature solder joints holding the discrete
components 26 to the circuit board structure 22.

As mentioned above, embodiments of the invention are
directed to techniques involving the use of angled pads
72(N) which solder discrete components 26 substantially at
45 degree angles relative to sides of an IC device 24. The use
of these angled pads 72(N) enables positioning of decou-
pling capacitors in locations other than simply within the
horizontal and vertical gaps on the undersides of circuit
boards opposite the mounting locations of complex IC
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devices. For example, decoupling capacitors are now
capable of residing within quadrants 76 defined by these
mid-lines 74 thus enabling circuit board manufacturers to
mount more decoupling capacitors for improved power
supply signal conditioning. Furthermore, the surface traces
56 connecting these angled pads to their corresponding vias
are capable of being arranged so that power and ground vias
54 can be interleaved in an extended manner thus minimiz-
ing the total loop inductance for circuit boards.

While this invention has been particularly shown and
described with references to preferred embodiments thereof,
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various
changes in form and details may be made therein without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
defined by the appended claims.

For example, it should be understood that surface traces
56 were omitted from the top surface 28 of the circuit board
structure 22 in the mid-line areas denoted by the mid-lines
74 in FIG. 3 by way of example only. In other arrangements,
surface traces 56 extend through these mid-line areas on the
top surface 28 (e.g., surface traces 56 which interconnect
power vias 54 and pads 58 across the different quadrants 76,
surface traces 56 which interconnect ground vias 54 and
pads 58 across the different quadrants 76, etc.). Such modi-
fications and enhancements are intended to belong to various
embodiments of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A circuit board module, comprising:

an integrated circuit device;

discrete components; and

a circuit board structure in electrical communication with

the integrated circuit device and the discrete compo-

nent, the circuit board structure including:

non-conductive material defining a top surface of the
circuit board structure and a bottom surface of the
circuit board structure;

vias supported by the non-conductive material;

top pads electrically coupled to the vias, the top pads
being disposed along the top surface of the circuit
board structure and being soldered to the integrated
circuit device; and

bottom pads electrically coupled to the vias, the bottom
pads being disposed along the bottom surface of the
circuit board structure and being configured to solder
to the discrete components, the bottom pads includ-
ing a group of angled bottom pads which is soldered
to a group of the discrete components substantially at
45 degree angles relative to sides of the integrated
circuit device.

2. The circuit board module of claim 1 wherein the bottom
pads reside in an area of the bottom surface that is opposite
to the top pads, and wherein the bottom pads further include:

a group of mid-line bottom pads which defines a lateral

mid-line through the area and a longitudinal mid-line
through the area, the lateral and longitudinal mid-lines
being substantially perpendicular to each other to
divide the area into four quadrants, the group of angled
bottom pads being distributed within the four quad-
rants.

3. The circuit board module of claim 2 wherein the pads
are arranged in an array having rows and columns, the pads
along each row being individually configured to carry one of
a power signal and a ground signal in an interleaving
manner.

4. The circuit board module of claim 3 wherein the pads
include peripheral pads which reside around a periphery of
the array and non-peripheral which reside within the periph-
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ery of the array, wherein each non-peripheral pad which is
individually configured to carry the power signal is imme-
diately adjacent exactly four pads individually configured to
carry the ground signal, and wherein each non-peripheral
pad which is individually configured to carry the ground
signal is immediately adjacent exactly four pads individually
configured to carry the power signal.

5. The circuit board module of claim 2 wherein the group
of mid-line bottom pads includes:

a first set of mid-line bottom pads configured to solder to
discrete components crossing the lateral mid-line in a
substantially perpendicular manner to the lateral mid-
line; and

a second set of mid-line bottom pads configured to solder
to discrete components crossing the longitudinal mid-
line in a substantially perpendicular manner to the
longitudinal mid-line.

6. The circuit board module of claim 2, further compris-

ing:
surface traces connecting the bottom pads to the vias, the
surface traces extending along the bottom surface sub-
stantially at 45 degree angles relative to sides of the
integrated circuit device when the integrated circuit
device solders to the top pads.
7. The circuit board module of claim 2 wherein the top
pads are surface mount contacts which are configured to
solder to an area array package as the integrated circuit
device, and wherein the bottom pads are surface mount
contacts which are configured to solder to standard 0402
packages as the discrete components.
8. A circuit board module, comprising:
an integrated circuit device;
discrete components; and
a circuit board structure in electrical communication with
the integrated circuit device and the discrete compo-
nent, the circuit board structure including:
non-conductive material defining a top surface of the
circuit board structure and a bottom surface of the
circuit board structure;

vias supported by the non-conductive material;

top pads electrically coupled to the vias, the top pads
being disposed along the top surface of the circuit
board structure and being soldered to the integrated
circuit device; and

bottom pads electrically coupled to the vias, the bottom
pads being disposed along the bottom surface of the
circuit board structure and being configured to solder
to the discrete components, the bottom pads includ-
ing means for soldering to a group of the discrete
components substantially at 45 degree angles rela-
tive to sides of the integrated circuit device.

9. A circuit board structure, comprising:

non-conductive material defining a top surface of the
circuit board structure and a bottom surface of the
circuit board structure;

vias supported by the non-conductive material;

top pads electrically coupled to the vias, the top pads
being disposed along the top surface of the circuit
board structure and being configured to solder to an
integrated circuit device; and

bottom pads electrically coupled to the vias, the bottom
pads being disposed along the bottom surface of the
circuit board structure and being configured to solder to
discrete components, the bottom pads including a
group of angled bottom pads configured to orient a
group of the discrete components substantially at 45
degree angles relative to sides of the integrated circuit
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device when the integrated circuit device solders to the
top pads and when the discrete components solder to
the bottom pads.

10. The circuit board structure of claim 9 wherein the
bottom pads reside in an area of the bottom surface that is
opposite to the top pads, and wherein the bottom pads
further include:

a group of mid-line bottom pads which defines a lateral
mid-line through the area and a longitudinal mid-line
through the area, the lateral and longitudinal mid-lines
being substantially perpendicular to each other to
divide the area into four quadrants, the group of angled
bottom pads being distributed within the four quad-
rants.

11. The circuit board structure of claim 10 wherein the
pads are arranged in an array having rows and columns, the
pads along each row being individually configured to carry
one of a power signal and a ground signal in an interleaving
manner.

12. The circuit board structure of claim 11 wherein the
pads include peripheral pads which reside around a periph-
ery of the array and non-peripheral which reside within the
periphery of the array, wherein each non-peripheral pad
which is individually configured to carry the power signal is
immediately adjacent exactly four pads individually config-
ured to carry the ground signal, and wherein each non-
peripheral pad which is individually configured to carry the
ground signal is immediately adjacent exactly four pads
individually configured to carry the power signal.

13. The circuit board structure of claim 10 wherein the
group of mid-line bottom pads includes:

a first set of mid-line bottom pads configured to solder to
discrete components crossing the lateral mid-line in a
substantially perpendicular manner to the lateral mid-
line; and

a second set of mid-line bottom pads configured to solder
to discrete components crossing the longitudinal mid-
line in a substantially perpendicular manner to the
longitudinal mid-line.

14. The circuit board structure of claim 10, further com-

prising:

surface traces connecting the bottom pads to the vias, the
surface traces extending along the bottom surface sub-
stantially at 45 degree angles relative to sides of the
integrated circuit device when the integrated circuit
device solders to the top pads.

15. The circuit board structure of claim 10 wherein the top
pads are surface mount contacts which are configured to
solder to an area array package as the integrated circuit
device, and wherein the bottom pads are surface mount
contacts which are configured to solder to standard 0402
packages as the discrete components.

16. A circuit board structure, comprising:

non-conductive material defining a top surface of the
circuit board structure and a bottom surface of the
circuit board structure;

vias supported by the non-conductive material;

top pads electrically coupled to the vias, the top pads
being disposed along the top surface of the circuit
board structure and being configured to solder to an
integrated circuit device; and

bottom pads electrically coupled to the vias, the bottom
pads being disposed along the bottom surface of the
circuit board structure and being configured to solder to
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discrete components, the bottom pads including means device solders to the top pads and when the discrete
for orienting a group of the discrete components sub- components solder to the bottom pads.
stantially at 45 degree angles relative to sides of the
integrated circuit device when the integrated circuit L
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